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Pine Mountain Project Quick Facts

• 755 acres total

• Live and dead trees would be cut using heavy 
equipment or by hand with chainsaws

• Over 300 acres of chaparral mastication or clearing

• Commercial logging/timber sale likely



Reyes Peak

Proposed Wilderness

Proposed Wilderness





Old-growth 

White Fir

Old-growth

Mixed-conifer

Chaparral

Pine Mountain Ridge

Jeffrey Pine

Canyon Live Oak 
Woodland/Chaparral

Transition Zone



Chaparral





Rabbitbrush



Great Basin Sagebrush



Canyon Live Oak Woodland



Jeffrey Pine



Mixed-conifer



Ancient White Fir



“No-questions-asked” Limit

< 24” in diameter

This tree is 23.5” in diameter.



Can Be Cut Under Some 
Circumstances

24 - 64” in diameter

This tree is 53” in diameter.

1. Safety reasons

2. Impacted by dwarf 

mistletoe



Dwarf mistletoe



What about 
environmental review?



Let’s talk about the 
National Environmental 

Policy Act.



NEPA requires review of the effects of all 

federal, federally assisted, and federally 
licensed actions.



But should every single action require an 
environmental assessment? 

What about painting a bathroom or fixing 
the ranger station gate?



Enter:

Categorical Exclusions



Categorical exclusions have 

become loopholes to avoid 

preparing an environmental study 
for big projects.



1. Only one comment period

2. Agency not required to 
respond to comments

3. No objection process

How the Public Gets Cut Out



So why is the Forest Service 
proposing this?



Trump Executive 

Order (2018):

*Included a directive to sell 3.8 billion board feet of timber in the process.



"Categorical exclusions to complete 
this work should be the first choice 

and used whenever possible. I 
encourage you to explore creative 

methods and set clear expectations 
to realize this priority effort."

Forest Service Internal 

Memo (May, 2019):



Reduced base price of “low value” 
timber on national forests to $0.25 

per 100 cubic feet. Low value 
timber includes “material that has 

a lengthy distance to market.”

Forest Service Internal 

Memo (June, 2019):



Will the project make the forest 
healthier by reducing density?



What the Forest Service Says:

Only 65 trees per acre historically 
(pre-fire suppression era) 

compared to 0 - 180 today*

*Citing personal communication with agency scientists



What the Science Says:

171 trees/acre
in southern Sierra 

ponderosa pine forests

202 trees/acre
in southern Sierra 

mixed-conifer forests



Let’s take a trip to the past.



Big Pine Mountain
1936



Big Pine Mountain
1936



Mixed-conifer
Mt. Pinos

1934



Near Alamo Mountain

1938



Naturally Open, Unmanaged Stand
Pine Mountain

2019





1930s Plot Size: 

800 square meters

High variability within 

forests not captured by 

historical plots



Closest Forested 1930 Plot:

110 trees/acre

Agency: Only 65 trees 

per acre historically 

compared to 100 today



Will the project help reduce 
catastrophic fire?



Rim Fire Area

2014

Low severity

Moderate severity

High severity

Mixed-severity Fire





“Our findings suggest a need to 

recognize mixed-severity fire regimes as 

the predominant fire regime for most of 

the ponderosa pine and mixed-conifer 

forests of western North America.”

Odion, D.C., et al (2014) Examining historical and current mixed-
severity fire regimes in ponderosa pine and mixed-conifer forests of 

western North America. PLoS ONE, 9:e87852.



Smucker, K.M., R.L. Hutto, and B.M. Steele (2005) Changes in bird abundance after 

wildfire: Importance of fire severity and time since fire. Ecological Applications, 

15(5):1535-1549.



California Spotted Owl 

Nesting in Burned Snag



High Severity Fire

Big Pine Mountain

1936 (Three Years Post-fire)



High Severity Fire

San Bernardino Mountains

1926 High Severity Fire

El Dorado County

1937 (12 years post-fire)



Fire in the Shrublands

Whittier Fire from Goleta
July 2017

• Natural fire regime in chaparral:

‒ Large, intense, infrequent fire once every 30 - 150 years

‒Crown fire regime (everything burns)

‒Generally late summer through fall under extreme winds



Cave Fire
1 week post-fire





Santa Barbara County, 1935
4 months post-fire









Buckwheat

Pine Fire Burn Area

Low-Moderate Severity

1.5 years post-fire



White fir

Pine Fire Burn Area

Small High-severity Patch

1.5 years post-fire



Sugar pine seedlings

Pine Fire Burn Area

High Severity

2 years post-fire



What about dead or dying trees? 

What about bark beetles and disease?



“…our results refute the assumption that increased bark beetle activity has 

increased area burned; therefore, policy discussions should focus on societal 

adaptation to the effects of the increasingly important driving factor: climate 

warming.”

2015  PNAS



2018  Frontiers in Plant Science



1999 (pre-Y2K)



Western Wood-Pewee



Condors Roosting in Snags 

(Ventura County)

Photo: US Fish and Wildlife Service







So what will it look like if the 

project goes through?



Plumas National Forest

“Cradle Valley Forest Health Project”
Before (2014)



Plumas National Forest

“Cradle Valley Forest Health Project”
During/After (2019)



Chaparral Mastication

Los Padres National Forest

Photo: Jeff Kuyper





Masticated

Masticated

Invasive, highly-flammable 

cheatgrass in dozer line



Pine Mountain Fuel Break

Priority Ranking: 118 out of 163



“…constructing fuel breaks in remote, 

backcountry locations will do little to 

save homes during a wildfire”



Homes destroyed; trees survived
Paradise, CA

2018



These Oregon towns just burned down 

in the Alameda Fire. They were 

surrounded by agriculture.



ProtectPineMountain.org



Questions?

facebook.com/lpfw.org

@lpforestwatch

@bryant.the.shrublander

@forestwatch LPFW.org/pine


